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The High Commission has received several queries consequent to the proposed 

resumption of Emirates Airlines flights between Zambia and UAE with effect from 
September 2020. To address these queries, the High Commission contacted the Consulate 
General of India, Dubai on the issue of transit of Indian nationals through Dubai.  The 
Consulate has clarified the following: 
 
(i) As on date, the Government of India has given permission to various private airlines 
including Emirates to carry only the Indian citizens who are residents of UAE, from UAE to 
India. Non-residents cannot take these flights from UAE to India. However, Non-
residents can book their journey from UAE to India on Air India/Air India Express 
flights under Vande Bharat Mission (VBM). Tickets for VBM flights are available online 
on the web portals of Air India and Air India Express as well as with travel agents. 
 
(ii) Passengers should take care to book Air India/Air India Express tickets 
from UAE to India from the same airport where they are arriving in UAE. Taking 
onward journeys from any other airport in UAE will necessitate them to have UAE Visa. 
 
(iii) Transit visa is not required if transiting through the same airport. However, 
passengers cannot come out of the airport. There is a facility for internal transfer between 
Terminal 3/ Terminal 1 and Terminal 2 (from where AIX flights depart) at Dubai airport. 
They can also stay at Dubai airport hotel in case the duration of transit is more. But it is 
advisable to keep transit time less than 24 hours. 
 
(iv) Passengers are required to carry a valid COVID negative certificate issued 
by competent authority (test must be done within 96 hours of the date of flight) 
and may also be subject to test on arrival on cost recovery basis. They should also check 
latest regulations relating to transit from UAE government websites.  
 
(v) Passengers are required to register on the website of Consulate General 
of India, Dubai at https://www.cgidubai.gov.in/covid_register/. The place of 
residence may be mentioned as Dubai and their current phone number as UAE mobile 
number. After submission, registrants will see a ‘Thank you’ message. No separate 
acknowledgement of registration is generated. 
 

To summarize, while Indian nationals (and eligible foreign nationals e.g. 
those with medical visa) may travel by Emirates Airlines (or any other airline) 
from Lusaka to Dubai, they are required to take only VBM flights operated by Air 
India Express or Air India from Dubai to their destination in India.  They must 
possess a Covid -ve certificate. All international passengers entering into India 
are also mandatorily required to fill-in online, the Self-Reporting Form (and 
Exemption Form, if sought) on the Air Suvidha Portal 
[https://www.newdelhiairport.in/airsuvidha/apho-registration].  
 

No separate registration is required with the High Commission of India, Lusaka for 
availing commercial flights from Zambia-UAE/VBM flights. 
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