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 India hosts Virtual G20 Leaders’ Summit 

India hosted the Virtual G20 Leaders’ Summit on 22 November 2023. Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra
Modi chaired  the  Virtual  G20  Leaders’ Summit.  Leaders  reviewed  progress  in  the  implementation  of
outcomes and action points from the G20 New Delhi  Summit.  They also exchanged perspectives on the
development agenda and socio-economic impact of global developments.  Prime Minister highlighted  unique
achievements during India’s G20 Presidency and laid out his vision for the future of G20. In his remarks,
Prime Minister proposed following :

(i)    India  to  share  experience  of  India’s  Aspirational  District  Programme with  G20  and  Global  South
Countries
(ii)    Setting up of Social Impact Fund to implement Digital Public Infrastructure in Global South. India  to
provide an initial assistance of USD 25 mn. 
(iii)   India invited G20 countries for the Global AI Partnership Summit being organised by India

Read more :
Prime Minister’s opening remarks at the Summit : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1978867 
Prime  Minister’s  concluding  statement  at  the  summit  :  https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?
PRID=1978953 
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Towards  a  Brighter  Tomorrow:  India's  G20  Presidency  and  the  Dawn  of  a  New
Multilateralism
                                                                                 Hon’ble Mr. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India☆

(Hon’ble Prime Minister  pens  thoughts on completion of India’s G20 Presidency on 30th November 2023) 

Today marks 365 days since India assumed the G20 Presidency. It is a moment to reflect, recommit,  and
rejuvenate the spirit of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, ‘One Earth, One Family, One Future.’ 

As we undertook this responsibility last year, the global landscape grappled with multifaceted challenges:
recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic, looming climate threats,  financial  instability,  and debt distress in
developing nations, all amid declining multilateralism. In the midst of conflicts and competition, development
cooperation suffered, impeding progress.

Assuming the G20 Chair, India sought to offer the world an alternative to status quo, a shift from a GDP-
centric to human-centric progress. India aimed to remind the world of what unites us, rather than what divides
us. Finally, the global conversation had to evolve - the interests of the few had to give way to the aspirations
of the many. This required a fundamental reform of multilateralism as we knew it.

Inclusive, ambitious,  action-  oriented,  and  decisive  —  these  four  words  defined  our  approach  as  G20
president, and the New Delhi Leaders' Declaration (NDLD), unanimously adopted by all G20 members, is
testimony to our commitment to deliver on these principles. 

Inclusivity has been at the heart of our presidency. The inclusion of the African Union (AU) as a permanent
member of the G20 integrated 55 African nations into the forum, expanding it to encompass 80% of the
global population. This proactive stance has fostered a more comprehensive dialogue on global challenges
and opportunities.

The first-of-its-kind 'Voice of the Global South Summit,' convened by India in two editions, heralded a new
dawn of multilateralism. India mainstreamed the Global South's concerns in international discourse and has
ushered in an era where developing countries take their rightful place in shaping the global narrative.
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Inclusivity also infused India’s domestic approach to G20, making it a People’s Presidency that befits that
world’s largest democracy. Through "Jan Bhagidari" (people's participation) events, G20 reached 1.4 billion
citizens,  involving all states and Union Territories (UTs) as partners. And on substantive elements, India
ensured  that  international  attention  was  directed  to  broader  developmental  aims,  aligning  with  G20's
mandate.

At the critical midpoint of the 2030 Agenda, India delivered the G20 2023 Action Plan to Accelerate Progress
on  the  Sustainable  Development  Goals  (SDGs),  taking  a  cross-cutting,  action-oriented approach  to
interconnected issues, including health, education, gender equality and environmental sustainability.

A key area driving this progress is robust Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI). Here, India was decisive in its
recommendations, having witnessed the revolutionary impact of digital innovations like Aadhaar, UPI, and
Digilocker first-hand. Through G20, we successfully completed the Digital Public Infrastructure Repository, a
significant  stride  in  global  technological  collaboration.  This  repository,  featuring over  50  DPIs  from 16
countries, will help the Global South build, adopt, and scale DPI to unlock the power of inclusive growth.

For  our  One  Earth,  we  introduced  ambitious  and inclusive aims  to  create urgent,  lasting, and equitable
change.  The  Declaration’s  ‘Green  Development  Pact'  addresses  the  challenges  of  choosing  between
combating hunger and protecting the planet, by outlining a comprehensive roadmap where employment and
ecosystems  are  complimentary,  consumption  is  climate  conscious,  and  production  is  planet-friendly.  In
tandem, the G20 Declaration calls for an ambitious tripling of global renewable energy capacity by 2030.
Coupled with the establishment of the Global Biofuels Alliance and a concerted push for Green Hydrogen, the
G20’s ambitions to build a cleaner, greener world is undeniable.  This has always been India’s ethos,  and
through Lifestyles for Sustainable Development (LiFE), the world can benefit from our age-old sustainable
traditions.

Further,  the  Declaration  underscores  our  commitment  to  climate  justice  and  equity,  urging  substantial
financial and technological support from the Global North. For the first time, there was a recognition of the
quantum jump needed in the magnitude of development financing, moving from billions to trillions of dollars.
G20  acknowledged  that  developing  countries  require  $5.9  trillion  to  fulfil  their  Nationally  Determined
Contributions (NDCs) by 2030.

Given  the  monumental  resources  required,  G20  emphasised  the  importance  of  better,  larger,  and  more
effective  Multilateral  Development  Banks.  Concurrently,  India  is  taking  a  leading  role  in  UN reforms,
especially in  the restructuring of principal organs like the UN Security  Council,  that will  ensure a more
equitable global order. Gender equality took centre stage in the Declaration, culminating in the formation of a
dedicated Working Group on the Empowerment of Women next year. India’s Women's Reservation Bill 2023,
reserving one-third  of  India’s  Parliament  and  state  legislative assembly  seats  for  women epitomizes  our
commitment to women-led development.

The New Delhi Declaration embodies a renewed spirit of collaboration across these key priorities, focusing
on policy coherence, reliable trade, and ambitious climate action. It is  a  matter of  pride that during our
Presidency, G20 achieved 87 outcomes and 118 adopted documents, a marked rise from the past. During our
G20 Presidency, India led deliberations on geopolitical issues and their impact on economic growth and
development. Terrorism and the senseless killing of civilians is unacceptable, and we must address it with a
policy of zero-tolerance. We must embody humanitarianism over hostility and reiterate that this is not an era
of war. 

I  am delighted that  during our Presidency India achieved the extraordinary:  it  revitalised multilateralism,
amplified the  voice of the Global  South, championed development,  and fought for  the empowerment  of
women, everywhere.

As we hand over the G20 Presidency to Brazil, we do so with the conviction that the our collective steps for
people, planet, peace, and prosperity, will resonate for years to come.
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                        Zambia participates in 2nd Voice of Global South Summit (VOGSS)

India  hosted  the  2nd  Voice  of  Global  South  Summit  on  17  November  2023,  in  virtual  format.  
It may be mentioned  that India had hosted the inaugural Voice of Global South Summit (VOGSS) on 12-13
January 2023, in virtual format. This unique initiative brought together 125 countries of the Global South to
share their  perspectives and priorities  on a common platform.  Throughout  its  G20 Presidency, India has
worked to ensure that the concerns of the Global South receive due cognizance and that the priorities of the
Global South were duly factored in finding solutions to the most pressing global challenges.

The 2nd VOGSS focussed on sharing with countries of the Global  South the key outcomes achieved in
various G20 meetings over the course of India’s Presidency. The challenges posed by global developments
were also discussed. The Summit  served as a platform to discuss ways to sustain the momentum generated
towards  our  common  aspiration  of  a  more  inclusive,  representative  and  progressive  world  order.
The 2nd VOGSS  structured into 10 sessions. The inaugural and concluding sessions were hosted by Hon’ble
Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi. The theme of the Inaugural Leaders’ Session is "Together, for Everyone’s
Growth, with Everyone’s Trust” and that of the Concluding Leaders’ Session is "Global South: Together for
One Future”. There were 8 Ministerial Sessions, with the following themes: 

• Foreign Ministers’ Session on "India & the Global South: Emerging Together for a Better Future” 
• Education Ministers’ Session on "Making Human Resources Future Ready” 
• Finance Ministers’ Session on "Financing People-Centric Development” 
• Environment Ministers’ Session on "Sustainable Solutions for Climate Resilience and Climate 

Finance” 
• Foreign Ministers’ Session on "Global South and One Development” 
• Energy Ministers’ Session on "Affordable & Inclusive Energy Transition for Sustainable 

Development” 
• Health Ministers’ Session on "Solutions from the Global South for One Health” 
• Commerce / Trade Ministers’ Session on "Global South & Resilient Supply Chains” 

Zambia participated in the 2nd Voice of Global South Summit. Ms. Lillian Bwalya,Permanent Secretary,
Ministry  of  Commerce,  Trade  and  Industry  represented   Mr.  Chipoka  Mulenga,  Minister  of
Commerce, Trade and Industry at Commerce/Trade Ministers' Session hosted by Hon’ble Mr. Piyush
Goyal, Minister of Commerce and Industry, Government of India  held under the theme ‘Global South
and Resilient Supply Chains’ on 17 November 2023. She emphasised on adoption of technologies such
as block-chain to ensure transparent and traceable food supply chains.
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         Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurates World Food India 2023

Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi inaugurated the second edition of the Mega food event ‘World
Food India 2023’ at Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, in New Delhi on 3 rd November 2023. He disbursed
Seed Capital Assistance for over one lakh SHG members to strengthen Self Help Groups. The event aimed to
showcase India as the ‘food basket of the world’ and celebrate 2023 as the International Year of Millets. 

Prime  Minister  underlined  that  the  outcomes  of  World  Food  India  are  a  huge  example  of  India’s  food
processing sector being recognized as the ‘sunrise sector’. In the last 9 years, the Prime Minister informed
that  the sector  has attracted  foreign direct  investment of  more than Rs 50,000 crores as  a  result  of  the
government’s pro-industry and pro-farmer policies. Throwing light on the PLI scheme in the food processing
sector, the Prime Minister said that it  is providing huge assistance to the new players in the industry. He
mentioned  that  work  is  underway  on  thousands  of  projects  under  the  Agri-Infra  Fund  for  post-harvest
infrastructure with an approximate investment of more than Rs 50,000 crores while processing infrastructure
in the fisheries and animal husbandry sector is also being encouraged with an investment of thousands of
crores.

“The investor-friendly policies by the government are taking the food sector to new heights”, Prime Minister
remarked.  In  the  last  9  years,  the Prime Minister  informed that  the  share of  processed foods  in  India’s
agricultural exports has grown from 13 percent to 23 percent, making an overall increase of 150 percent of
exported processed foods. “Today, India stands at the 7th position with an overall export value of more than
50,000 million USD in agricultural produce”, he informed. He underlined that there is no sector in the food
processing industry where India has not shown unprecedented growth and said that it is a golden opportunity
for every company and start-up associated with the food processing industry. The Prime Minister underlined
the three main pillars of India's growth story in the food processing sector - small farmers, small industries,
and women. He highlighted the effective usage of Farmer Produce Organizations or FPOs as a platform to
increase the participation and profits of small farmers. “We are making 10 thousand new FPOs in India, out of
which  7  thousand  have  already  been  made”,  he  informed.  He  noted  the  increased  market  access  and
availability of processing facilities for farmers and also informed that about 2 lakh micro enterprises are being
organized in the food processing industry to increase the participation of Small Scale Industries. “Schemes
like ‘One District One Product’- ODOP are also giving a new identity to small farmers and small industries”,
he added.

Prime Minister said  that the G-20 group has emphasized sustainable agriculture, food security and nutrition
security in the Delhi declaration, and highlighted the role of all partners associated with food processing.
Concluding the address, the Prime Minister underlined the need to strike a balance between the interests of
farmers and consumers' satisfaction. He expressed confidence that the conclusions drawn here will lay the
foundation of a sustainable and food-secure future for the world.
Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1974389 
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  Snapshot on India’s Economic Growth  
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  Snapshot on India’s Economic Growth  
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  Snapshot on India’s Economic Growth  
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 Hon’ble Prime Minister Mr. Narendra Modi addresses  the 107th Episode of ‘Mann Ki Baat 
(26th November 2023)

My  dear  countrymen,  Namaskar,  Welcome  to  Mann  Ki
Baat.  But,  we  can  never  forget  this  day,  the  26th of
November.  It  was  on  this  very  day  that  the  country  had
come under the most dastardly terror attack. Terrorists had
made Mumbai shudder… along with the entire country. But
it is India’s fortitude that made us surmount the ordeal; we
are now quelling terror with full ardor. I pay homage to all
of them who lost their lives in the Mumbai attack. Today,
the country is  in remembrance of those brave hearts who
made the supreme sacrifice during the attack. 

My family  members,  this  day,  the  26th  of  November  is
extremely significant on one more account. It  was on this
very day in 1949 that the Constituent Assembly had passed
and adopted the Constitution of India. I remember… in the
year  2015,  when  we  were  celebrating  the  125th  birth
anniversary of  BabasahebAmbedkar,  a  thought  had struck
the mind to observe the 26th of November as Constitution

Day. And since then, every year, we have been celebrating this day as Constitution Day. I extend my best
wishes to all countrymen on the occasion of Constitution Day. And together we shall certainly attain the
resolve of a developed India, according priority to citizens’ duties. 

Friends, all of us know that the Constitution took 2 years 11 months and 18 days for coming into being. The
oldest member in the Constituent Assembly was Shri Sachidananda  Sinha Ji. The Draft of our Constitution
came up after close study of the Constitution of over 60 countries; after long deliberations. After readying the
Draft, before the final structure shaped up, over 2000 Amendments were re incorporated in it. Even after the
Constitution came into force in 1950, till this day, a total of 106 Amendments have been carried out in the
Constitution.  In  consonance  with  the  times,  circumstances  and  requirements  of  the  country,  various
Governments  carried  out  Amendments  at  different  times.  But  this  too  has  been  a  misfortune  that  the
Constitution’s first Amendment pertained to curtailing the Freedom of Speech and Freedom of Expression.
Whereas, through the 44th Amendment, the wrongs committed during the Emergency had been duly rectified.

Friends, I always say that cleanliness is not a campaign for a day or a week but it  is  an endeavor to be
implemented for life. We also see people around us who have devoted their entire lives to issues related to
cleanliness. Loganathanji, who lives in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, is incomparable. During his childhood, he
often used to get perturbed on seeing the torn clothes of poor children. After that, he took a vow to help such
children and started donating a part of his earnings to them. When there was shortage of money, Loganathanji
even cleaned toilets so that the needy children could be helped.  He has  been engaged in this  task with
complete dedication for the last 25 years and till  now has helped more than 1500 children. I  once again
commend such efforts. Many such efforts taking place across the country not only inspire us but also ignite
the will to do something new.

My family members, one of the biggest challenges of the 21st century is 'Water Security'. Conserving water is
no less than saving life. When we perform any work with this spirit of collectivity, we also achieve success.
An example of  this  is  the 'AmritSarovar'  being built  in  every district  of  the country.  The more than 65
thousand  ‘AmritSarovars’ that  India  has  developed during the ‘AmritMahotsav’ will  benefit  forthcoming
generations. Now it is also our responsibility to ensure that wherever 'AmritSarovar' have been built, they
should be regularly looked after so that they remain the main source of water conservation.
Read more : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1979907  
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                                      High Commission celebrates Constitution Day

High Commission celebrated Samvidhan Divas (Constitution Day) on 26th November 2023 with enthusiasm.
Hon'ble Mr. Mulambo Haimbe, Minister of Justice,Republic of Zambia was the Guest of Honour. Hon'ble
Minister mentioned that Zambia is inspired by the Indian Constitution. High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar
led Indian community in reading the Preamble of the Constitution. Two short films on constitution were
screened. High Commission also organised a quiz competition on the constitution. 
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                                      High Commission celebrates Ayurveda Day

High Commission of India celebrated 8th Ayurveda Day on 10 th November 2023. High Commissioner Mr.
Ashok  Kumar  encouraged  to  integrate  Ayurveda  into  our  daily  lives  and  healthcare  practices.  High
Commissioner  highlighted  that  embracing  Ayurveda  and  its  principles,  we  can  lead  healthier  and  more
fulfilling lives,  benefiting not only ourselves but also the generations to come. An informative lecture on
Ayurveda was delivered by Swami Gureshananda Ji Maharaj, Spiritual Director & Secretary, Ramakrishna
Vedanta Centre, Lusaka. He illustrated the benefits of Ayurveda in day to day life. High Commissioner also
distributed Tulsi seeds to the participants. Ayurveda Products were displayed during the event. A painting
competition on the theme 'Ayurveda for One Health' was also organsied. High Commissioner also felicitated
the winners of painting/essay/quiz competitions organised by the High Commission as part of celebration of
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas and Swachhta Hi Seva campaign . 
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                                      High Commissioner hosts Diwali Milan Reception

High Commissioner Mr. Ashok Kumar and Spouse hosted Diwali Milan reception on 18 November 2023 at
India  House.  Diplomats  and  members  from  Indian  diaspora  attended  the  reception.  Videos  on  Diwali,
important  outcomes  of  India’s  G20  Presidency  and  India's  humanitarian  Vaccine  Maitri  initiative  were
showcased. Ayurveda and millets products were also displayed. 
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                                  High Commission holds interactive session  with ITEC Alumni

High Commission held an interactive session with ITEC alumni on 28th November 2023. The alumni shared
their  rich  experiences,  learnings  and noticeable  impact  of  ITEC programme on  their  career  &  capacity
building of Zambia.  

The  Indian  Technical  and  Economic  Cooperation  Programme,  ITEC  for  short,  is  the  leading  capacity
building platform of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India.  Instituted in 1964, ITEC is one of
the oldest institutionalized arrangements for international capacity building having trained more than 200,000
officials from 160+ countries in both the civilian and in the defence sector.  Apart from our regular calendar-
based training programmes, India also responds to country-specific requests for training in specific areas of
governance by organizing customised training programmes which are designed and delivered by the leading
institutions in India.
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                                            UPCOMING BUSINESS EVENTS IN INDIA
                                        16th India International Silk Fair 

Indian Silk Export Promotion council (ISEPC) will organsie 16 th India International Silk Fair from 19th - 21st

December 2023 at  Yashobhoomi, IICC – India International Convention & Expo Centre (New Delhi). The
physical trade fair on Indian Silk & Silk Blend products aims to bring the buyers and their potential suppliers
once again face to face under one roof. For more details please visit h  ttp://indiansilkfair.in/   

                                         Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit 2024

The tenth edition of Vibrat Gujarat Global Summit will be held from 10-12 January 2024.  The themes of the
summit  include  Industry  4.0,  technology  and  innovation,  transitioning  towards  sustainability  as  well  as
MSMEs . For more details please visit https://www.vibrantgujarat.com/ 

                                          Ceramic & Bath Industry Show

Ceramic & Bath Industry Show will be held from 18 th - 20th January 2024 at Indian International Convetion
Center (IICC), New Delhi, India. The platform will attract thousands of visitors, exhibitors, partners that will
give you an opportunity to generate new business leads. The show will give you an opportunity to meet
leading brands and discover new offerings from a global portfolio of bath and sanitary ware. For more details
please visit https://cbisexpo.com/about-cbis/ 

                                     Global Exhibition on Services (GES)

The  6th edition  of  the  Global  Exhibition  on Services  is  being  organised  by Services  Export  Promotion
Council  (SEPC) under  the aegis of  the Department  of  Commerce,  Ministry  of  Commerce  and Industry,
Government of India from 20th -22nd March 2023 at India Expo Centre and Mart, Greater Noida.  For more
details and registration please visit http://www.servicesepc.org/

www.hcizambia.gov.in              www.fb.com/HCIZambia                            @indiainzambia
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